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Heligoland Bight, four to take up positions to the southward of
the destroyer force which was to sweep the southern part of the
North Sea, in order to report any movement of enemy ships from
the Heligoland Bight to the southward, and the remaining four
in reserve at Harwich. I informed him that directly Rear-
Admiral Campbell arrived at Chatham, I would confer with him
as to future movements. The latter had been appointed to
command the Seventh Cruiser Squadron, consisting of four old
armoured cruisers of the " Bacchante " class, which would be
the only armoured vessels in the southern area? of the North Sea.
Learning on Sunday evening, znd August, that Admiral Campbell
had arrived at Chatham, I went up to London to see the Chief of
the War Staff, Vice-Admiral Sir Doveton Sturdee, and early
the following morning went down to Chatham. I met Admiral
Campbell and his four captains on board the Cressy, and was very
glad to find my friend Algy Boyle was captain of the flagship
Bacchante and Chief Staff Officer to the Admiral. The ships'
companies were mainly pensioners, fleet reservists and men of the
Royal Naval Reserve ; the officers included a number of R.N.R.
and very youthful-looking cadets from the Royal Naval College.

I must confess I did not feel particularly happy about such an
obsolete squadron with untrained crews, unsupported by modern
ships, in close proximity to the Heligoland Bight, and suggested
that I should attach a submarine to each cruiser, the submarine
to be towed during daylight when weather permitted, to prolong
the effective life of the engines, which at that date were not too
reliable, and in any case required refitting after a definite amount
of steaming. My object was to enable the cruisers to drop the
submarines, to form a screen behind which they could retire, if
they encountered a superior force. The Admiral fully approved
:>f this proposal. On my way back to Harwich, I went to the
Admiralty and saw the First Sea Lord and the Chief of the War
Staff, and told them of the arrangements we had made, and learnt
:hat the Lurcher and Firedrake, two very fast destroyers which
lad been acting as tenders to the Vernon, had been placed under
ny orders and were on their way to join me. I then left for
Harwich, taking some instructions for Tyrwhitt about his
lestroyer sweep.

Sir Edward Grey was to make a statement in the House of
Commons that afternoon, and from the stop press in the latest